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Agenda

• Introductions
• Project Overview
• Known Historic and Cultural Sites
• Project Timeline
• Your Input



, 
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Why this project? 

• 2019 Statewide Coastal Highway Report ranks Honoapiʻilani Highway at Olowalu 
(#2) and Ukumehame (#12) as most critical out of 300 sites for ocean hazard 
vulnerability.

• 2021 HDOT Climate Adaptation Action Report Exposure Assessments found 3.2-
foot Sea Level Rise Exposure; Vulnerability to hurricane-related storm surge; And 
Hypothetical tsunami scenario identified in the project area. 

HDOT Vulnerability Assessment Findings: 

• Over the past 10 years, this stretch of highway has been repaired three times 
after storms and high waves.

• A fourth project is currently in development to address erosion - near Olowalu. 

Emergency Repairs: 

Funding Opportunities:
• HDOT has secured a $22 million federal RAISE grant with the help of our 

Congressional Delegation, Visitor Industry, FHWA, and Maui County

• Sen. Schatz helped to secure a $23 million earmark in the 2022 OMNIBUS Bill



Honoapiʻilani
Highway

This project will look at 
service reliability, 
resiliency, and safety for 
roughly 6 miles from 
Launiupoko to Ukumehame

honoapiilanihwyimprovements.com
Project website:



Project Website

honoapiilanihwyimprovements.com



Alternatives Considered



• Studies being conducted for all alignments of 
this project:

• Archaeological Literature Study and 
Pedestrian Field Survey

• Above ground field survey
• Cultural Impact Study
• Ethnographic Study

• Studies conducted on preferred alignment only:
• Subsurface Testing for Archaeological 

Inventory Survey

Project Studies



Review of Previously Known 
Historic Property Locations



Cultural and Historic Sites at Ukumehame



Cultural and 
Historic Sites at 
Olowalu



Pedestrian Survey Results to 
Date



Segment 1 – Ukumehame Firing 
Range Area



• Segment 1 – Ukumehame Firing Range Area 
• AA2216-068 Habitation and Ceremonial Complex



• Segment 1 – Ukumehame Firing Range Area 
• AA2216-089 Habitation and Ceremonial Complex



Segment 2 – Ukumehame



• Segment 2 – Ukumehame
• AA2216-017 Surface Scatter of Cultural Material



Segment 3 – Between Ukumehame 
and Olowalu



• Segment 3 – Between Ukumehame and Olowalu
• AA2216-050 Ceremonial and Habitation



• Segment 3 – Between Ukumehame and Olowalu
• AA2216-073 Habitation



Segment 4 - Olowalu



November 21, 1949 Flight Line 232-38, Used with Permission from RM Towill Corporation



November 21, 1949 Flight Line 232-39, Used with Permission from RM Towill Corporation



Segment 5 – Olowalu to Launiupoko



Project Timeline



 Manaʻo related to potential Cultural and 
Historic sites in the project area

 Traditional and customary practices which 
may be impacted by the project

 Participate in the development of the 
Programmatic Agreement

Working together to protect Historic and Cultural Resources



Questions?

www.honoapiilanihwyimprovements.com



Questions or Comments?
Contact: Pua Aiu, Cultural Resources Manager, HDOT
pua.aiu@hawaii.gov

www.HonoapiilaniHwyImprovements.com

Mahalo!

www.honoapiilanihwyimprovements.com

http://www.honoapiilanihwyimprovements.com/
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